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Getting a Right Perspective
Session 4: Urgency to Pray

The Command to Pray
Jesus, in His last days on Earth before the crucifixion, has a lengthy dialogue in Jerusalem.

But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things
that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.
Luke 21:36 (Mark 13:33, Matthew 25:13)

Why Are We Commanded to Pray?

We see this command to pray all throughout the New Testament letters, showing a variety of
reasons for the necessity of living a lifestyle of prayer.

A. Partner with God

16 Rejoice always, 7 pray without ceasing, '8 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. '° Do not quench the Spirit. °° Do not despise
prophecies, °! but test everything, hold fast what is good. > Abstain from every form of
evil.

1 Thessalonians 5:17-22

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying,
‘Give me justice against my adversary.’# For a while he refused, but afterward he said to
himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 3 yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual
coming.’ " 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not
God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over
them? 8 tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Lk 18:1-8

On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen, all the day and all the night they shall
never be silent. You who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest, 7 and give him no

rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.
Is 62:6-7
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B. See Salvation

...praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, '° and also for me, that
words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, % for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought
to speak.

Ephesians 6:18-20

C. Getto Know God

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time,
pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of
Christ, on account of which I am in prison— ? that I may make it clear, which is how I
ought to speak.

Colossians 4:2-4

D. Stay Faithful During Persecution
But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these
things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.
Luke 21:36 (Mark 13:33, Matthew 25:13)
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the

sake of your prayers.
1 Pe 4.7
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